Updated: 10/7/02

Proposed Fall 2002 Standards Revisions

Dental Assisting

Diploma 

Proposed Revisions

The Dental Assisting Working Committee, in collaboration with the Dental Assisting State Technical Committee, recommends the revisions to standards stated in the attached Dental Assisting Probe Report.

The stated purpose for the IFCC recommendation to drop the requirement for AHS 104 Introduction to Health Care and to include a new course DEN 105 Microbiology and Infection Control is to allow for a much more detailed emphasis on infection control in the dental practice. According to the IFCC statewide instructor group, fully 30% of the questions on the national certification examination for dental assistants cover infection control and the infection control competencies in presented in AHS 104 are not adequate for the dental assistant student.

Recommended Action – DTAE Staff:

Recommend proposed revisions with one exception: It is recommended that AHS 104 Introduction to Health Care be retained.

Recommended Action – Joint VPIS/Presidents Ad Hoc Standards Committee:

Concur with DTAE staff recommendation.

Board Approved Action
Summary of Credit Hour Changes:  Dental Assisting, Diploma

	Hours

	Current
	Proposed
	Difference

	
	
	
	

	Total Credit
	86
	86
	0

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Current
	Recommended
	Difference

	
	
	
	

	DTAE
	86
	89
	+3

	
	
	
	

	VPIS/Pres AHSC
	86
	89
	+3

	
	
	
	

	State Board
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The program standards and guides materials, which form the basis for instruction in Georgia’s technical colleges, are developed to support industry driven needs.  Faculty and local program advisory committees review programs, each year, to ensure the latest technology and employment needs are addressed for the program.

Through the Instructional Faculty Consortium Committee (IFCC) process, programs are reviewed and, if needed, recommendations are made to update competencies found in the program.  Given the accelerating changes in technology and the workplace, a major systematic updating of all standardized programs in the technical colleges, with business and industry involvements, is needed.

A joint IFCC Executive Board and State Technical Committee (STC) meeting was held in Month and Year to examine the Dental Assisting diplomas and degree.  A working committee composed of instructors and state technical committee members met in Month to discuss and respond to recommendations made by the IFCC Executive Board and STC members.

Currently, the Probe process is being initiated for program revisions recommended by the Working Committee.  The following sections are included in this Probe document:

· a listing of the IFCC Executive Board
· a listing of the State Technical Committee members
· a list of the Working Committee members and
· recommendations made by the IFCC Executive Board and STC

The recommended changes/revisions made in this document apply to both the Dental Assisting diploma and degree programs.  The deleted items are reflected with a strikethrough while new material is bold Italic. Course number and course title changes are recommended to more accurately describe the course level and content of the affected courses and enhance transferability.

The appropriate sections from the program standards are included, showing recommended revisions, and a revised curriculum sequence illustrates the impact of revisions on scheduling.
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State Technical Committee/Working Committee

Discussion and Recommendations

Current and Proposed Changes for

Dental Assisting, Diploma

Dental Assisting, Diploma
a)
Program Title
Dental Assisting
b)
Program Description
The Dental Assisting accredited program prepares students for employment in a variety of positions in today's dental offices.  The Dental Assisting program provides learning opportunities which introduce, develop, and reinforce academic and occupational knowledge, skills, and attitudes required for job acquisition, retention, and advancement.  Additionally, the program provides opportunities to upgrade present knowledge and skills or to retrain in the area of dental assisting.  Graduates of the program receive a Dental Assisting diploma and are eligible to sit for a national certification examination.

	c)   Core Courses
	Credits

	
	

	
	1)   General Core Courses
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	ENG
	101
	English
	5

	
	
	MAT
	100
	Basic Mathematics
	3

	
	
	PSY
	101
	Basic Psychology
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2)   Occupational Courses
	

	
	
	

	
	
	SCT
	100
	Introduction to Micro Computers
	3

	
	
	AHS
	104
	Introduction to Health Care
	3

	
	
	DEN
	105
	Microbiology and Infection Control
	3

	
	
	DEN
	101
	Basic Human Biology
	3

	
	
	DEN
	102
	Head and Neck Anatomy
	2

	
	
	DEN
	103
	Preventive Dentistry
	4

	
	
	DEN
	106
	Oral Anatomy
	5

	
	
	DEN
	107
	Oral Pathology and Therapeutics
	4

	
	
	DEN
	138
	Scopes of Professional Practices
	2

	
	
	DEN
	109
	Dental Assisting National Board Examination Preparation
	3

	
	
	DEN
	137
	Dental Assisting-Expanded Functions
	4

	
	
	DEN
	139
	Dental Radiology
	5

	
	
	DEN
	140
	Dental Practice Management
	5

	
	
	DEN
	134
	Dental Assisting I
	7

	
	
	DEN
	135
	Dental Assisting II
	7

	
	
	DEN
	136
	Dental Assisting III
	4

	
	
	DEN
	146
	Dental Practicum I
	2

	
	
	DEN
	147
	Dental Practicum II
	2

	
	
	DEN
	148
	Dental Practicum III
	8

	
	
	
	
	
	

	d)
	Program Final Exit Point
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Dental Assisting Diploma
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	e)
	Credits Required for Graduation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	86 89   minimum quarter-hour credits required for graduation
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Dental Assisting, Diploma
Modified and new courses recommended for the Dental Assisting diploma program include:

NOTE: List all course standards and recommended changes
DEN 105 MICROBIOLOGY AND INFECTION CONTROL

Introduces fundamental microbiology and infection control procedures.  Topics include:  classification, structure, and behavior of pathogenic microbes; mode of disease transmission; body’s defense and immunity; infectious diseases; and infection control procedures in accordance with CDC recommendations and OSHA guidelines.

Competency Areas







Hours

- Classification, Structure, and Behavior




Class/Week  2

     of Pathogenic Microorganisms





Lab/Week     2

-Modes of Disease Transmission





Credit 
          3

-Body Defense and Immunity

-Infectious Diseases of Concern

-Infection Control Procedures in accordance with 

- CDC recommendations and OSHA Guidelines

Prerequisite:  Provisional admission

AHS 104 - INTRODUCTION TO HEALTH CARE
Introduces a grouping of fundamental principles, practices, and issues common to many specializations in the health care profession.  In addition to the essential skills, students explore various delivery systems and related issues.  Topics include: basic life support/CPR, basic emergency care/first aid and triage, vital signs, infection control, and blood/air-borne pathogens.

Competency Areas






Hours
- Basic Life Support/CPR





Class/Week - 2

- Basic Emergency Care/First Aid and Triage


P.Lab/Week - 3

- Vital Signs







Credit - 3

- Infection Control

- Blood/Air-Borne Pathogens

Prerequisite: Provisional admission

DEN 101 - BASIC HUMAN BIOLOGY
Focuses on basic normal structure and function of the human body with an emphasis on organ systems.  Topics include:  medical terminology as it relates to the normal human body; and normal structure and function of the human body - cells and tissues, organs and systems, and homeostatic mechanisms.

Competency Areas






Hours
- Medical Terminology as it Relates to the


Class/Week - 3

   Normal Human Body





Lab/Week - 0

- Normal Structure and Function of the



Credit - 3

    Human Body - Cells and Tissues,

    Organs and Systems, and

    Homeostatic Mechanisms

Prerequisite:  Provisional admission

DEN 102 - HEAD AND NECK ANATOMY
Focuses on normal head and neck anatomy.  Topics include:  osteology of the skull, muscles of mastication and facial expression, temporal mandibular joint, blood lymphatic and nerve supply of the head, and salivary glands and related structures.

Competency Areas






Hours
- Osteology of the Skull





Class/Week - 2

- Muscles of Mastication and




Lab/Week - 0

    Facial Expression





Credit - 2

- Temporal Mandibular Joint

- Blood Lymphatic and Nerve Supply

    of the Head

- Salivary Glands and Related Structures

Prerequisite/Corequisite:  Program admission DEN 101
DEN 103 - PREVENTIVE DENTISTRY
Provides students with theory and clinical experience in the area of preventive and public health dentistry.  Topics include:  etiology of dental disease, patient education techniques, plaque control techniques, types and use of fluoride, diet analysis for caries control, and dietary considerations for the dental patient.

Competency Areas






Hours

- Etiology of Dental Disease




Class/Week - 3

- Patient Education Techniques



D.Lab/Week - 2

- Plaque Control Techniques




Credit - 4

- Types and use of Fluoride

- Diet Analysis for Caries Control

- Dietary Considerations for the Dental Patient

Prerequisite:  Program admission
Prerequisite/Corequisite: 
DEN 106, DEN 134

DEN 107 - ORAL PATHOLOGY AND THERAPEUTICS
Focuses on the diseases affecting the oral cavity and pharmacology as it relates to dentistry.  Topics include:  identification and disease process, signs/symptoms of oral diseases and systemic diseases with oral manifestations, developmental abnormalities of oral tissues, basic principles of pharmacology, drugs prescribed by the dental profession, drugs that may contraindicate treatment, and applied pharmacology (regulations, dosage, and application).

Competency Areas






Hours
- Identification and of Disease Processes



Class/Week - 4

- Signs/Symptoms of Oral Diseases and



Lab/Week - 0

    Systemic Diseases with Oral Manifestations


Credit - 4

- Developmental Abnormalities of Oral Tissues

- Basic Principles of Pharmacology

- Drugs Prescribed by the Dental Profession   

- Drugs that may Contraindicate Treatment

- Applied Pharmacology (Regulations, Dosage,

    and Application)

Prerequisite: DEN 106, DEN 101

DEN 140 - DENTAL PRACTICE MANAGEMENT
Emphasizes procedures for office management in dental practices.  Topics include: records management in dentistry, appointment control in dentistry, dental insurance form preparation, accounting procedures in dentistry, supply and inventory control as related to dentistry, and operation of basic business equipment. A computer lab provides basic skills in computer use and utilization of these skills to perform dental office procedures on a microcomputer utilizing dental practice management software. 
Competency Areas
Hours
- Records Management in Dentistry
Class/Week –5   4

- Appointment Control in Dentistry
Lab/Week – 0   2     
- Dental Insurance Form Preparation
Credit – 5   
- Accounting Procedures in Dentistry

- Supply and Inventory Control as Related to Dentistry

- Operation of Basic Business Equipment

Prerequisite/Corequisite: SCT100,  DEN 134

DEN 139 - DENTAL RADIOLOGY
After completion of the course the student will be able to provide radiation safety for patient and self, expose x-rays, process x-rays, and prepare mount dental films radiographs for the dental office.  Topics include:  fundamentals of radiology and radiation safety, radiographic anatomy and interpretation, intraoral and extraoral radiographic techniques, and quality assurance techniques.

Competency Areas
Hours
- Fundamentals of Radiology and Radiation Safety
Class/Week - 4

- Radiographic Anatomy and
D.Lab/Week - 2

    Interpretation
Credit - 5

- Intraoral and Extraoral

    Radiographic Techniques

- Quality Assurance Techniques

Prerequisites/Corequisites:  DEN 102, DEN 106

DEN 134 - DENTAL ASSISTING I
Introduces students to chairside assisting with diagnostic and operative procedures.  Topics include:  four-handed dentistry techniques, clinical data collection techniques, introduction to operative dentistry, dental material basics, CPR, infectious Infection control procedures in dental environment with emphasis on CDC and ADA guidelines, and team concepts/continuous improvement effects as related to dentistry.

Competency Areas
Hours
- Four-Handed Dentistry Techniques
Class/Week - 4

- Clinical Data Collection Techniques
D.Lab/Week - 6

- Introduction to Operative Dentistry
Credit - 7

- Dental Material Basics

- CPR

- Infectious  Infection Control Procedures in Dental Environment

      with Emphasis on CDC and ADA Guidelines

- Team Concepts/Continuous Improvement Effects as Related to Dentistry

Prerequisite:  Program  admission

Prerequisites/Corequisites: AHS 104, DEN 105, DEN 106

DEN 136 - DENTAL ASSISTING III
Focuses on chairside assisting in surgical specialties.  Topics include:  periodontic procedures, oral and maxillofacial surgery procedures, endodontic procedures, management of dental office emergencies, and special  medically compromised patients.

Competency Areas
Hours
- Periodontic Procedures
Class/Week - 3

- Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Procedures
D.Lab/Week - 2

- Endodontic Procedures
Credit - 4

- Management of Dental Office Emergencies

- Special  Medically Compromised Patients

Prerequisite/Corequisite:  DEN 135

DEN 146 - DENTAL PRACTICUM I
Practicum focuses on infection control in the dental office and assisting with diagnostic and simple operative procedures.  Topics include:  infection control procedures, clinical diagnostic procedures,  general dentistry procedures, and dental radiography procedures.

Competency Areas
Hours
- Infection Control Procedures
Class/Week - 0

- Clinical Diagnostic Procedures
O.B.I./Week - 6

- General Dentistry Procedures
Credit - 2

- Dental Radiography Procedures

Prerequisites/Corequisites: AHS 104, DEN 105,  DEN 134, DEN 139

Suggested Course Sequence for the Dental Assisting, Diploma program

The standard curriculum for Dental Assisting, Diploma program is set up on the quarter system.  A suggested sequence for the program is given below with area of specialization.  Technical college may implement the Dental Assisting Diploma program by using the sequences listed below or by using a locally developed sequence designed to reflect course prerequisites and/or corequisites. 
Suggested Sequence

First Quarter 

	Course Code
	Course Name
	Class Hours
	D.
Lab Hours
	P.
Lab/

OBI Hours
	Weekly Contact Hours
	Credit Hours

	DEN 101
	Human Biology
	3
	0
	0
	3
	3

	DEN 106
	Oral Anatomy
	5
	0
	0
	5
	5

	ENG 101
	English
	5
	0
	0
	5
	5

	MAT 100
	Basic Mathematics
	3
	0
	0
	3
	3

	
	TOTAL
	16
	0
	0
	16
	16


Second Quarter 

	Course Code
	Course Name
	Class Hours
	D.
Lab Hours
	P.
Lab/

OBI Hours
	Weekly Contact Hours
	Credit Hours

	AHS 104
	Introduction to Health Care
	2
	0
	3
	5
	3

	DEN 105
	Microbiology and Infection Control
	2
	2
	0
	4
	3

	DEN 102
	Head and Neck Anatomy
	2
	0
	0
	2
	2

	DEN 134
	Dental Assisting I
	4
	6
	0
	10
	7

	SCT 100
	Introduction to Micro Computers
	1
	4
	0
	5
	3

	PSY 101
	Basic Psychology
	5
	0
	0
	5
	5

	
	TOTAL
	14
	12
	0
	26
	20


Third Quarter

	Course Code
	Course Name
	Class Hours
	D.
Lab Hours
	P.
Lab/

OBI Hours
	Weekly Contact Hours
	Credit Hours

	DEN 103
	Preventative Dentistry
	2
	3
	0
	5
	4

	DEN 135
	Dental Assisting II
	4
	6
	0
	10
	7

	DEN 139
	Dental Radiology
	4
	2
	0
	6
	5

	DEN 146
	Dental Practicum I
	0
	6
	0
	6
	2

	
	TOTAL
	10
	17
	0
	27
	18


Fourth Quarter

	Course Code
	Course Name
	Class Hours
	D.
Lab Hours
	P.
Lab/

OBI Hours
	Weekly Contact Hours
	Credit Hours

	DEN 107
	Oral Pathology and Therapeutics


	4
	0
	0
	4
	4

	DEN 136
	Dental Assisting III


	3
	2
	0
	5
	4

	DEN 137
	Dental Assisting-Expanded Functions 
	3
	2
	0
	5
	4

	DEN 140
	Dental Practice Management 


	5
	0
	0
	5
	5

	DEN 147
	Dental Practicum II
	0
	6
	0
	6
	2

	
	TOTAL
	15
	10
	0
	25
	19



Fifth Quarter

	Course Code
	Course Name
	Class Hours
	D.
Lab Hours
	P.
Lab/

OBI Hours
	Weekly Contact Hours
	Credit Hours

	DEN 109
	Dental Assisting National Board Examination Preparation 
	3
	0
	0
	3
	3

	DEN 138
	Scopes of Professional Practice
	3
	0
	0
	3
	2

	DEN 148
	Dental Practicum III


	0
	24
	0
	24
	8

	
	Totals
	6
	24
	0
	30
	13


PAGE  
2

