V. K. Student Tuition and Fees

Students attending Technical Colleges shall normally be charged tuition and related fees unless otherwise exempted by State Board Policy. Tuition for courses in curriculums leading to a diploma or associate degree shall be charged on a uniform basis among all Technical Colleges. Payment of tuition and fees may be deferred until the end of the quarter on a case by case basis if the Technical College has confirmation of the student's eligibility for financial aid whether from a government entity, business/industry, work-study, foundation, or other source of financial assistance.
The State Board shall annually review and establish application, tuition, and other fees charged by all Technical Colleges. Local boards may recommend to the State Board student activity fees and miscellaneous services fees annually. Local boards may approve non-revenue producing student-insurance fees without approval of the State Board. All State and Local Board approved tuition and fees shall be charged unless exempted by State Policies or Procedures. 
Because of the availability of various state and federal aid programs the Board believes that no Georgia resident should be denied access to Technical College programs because of a financial inability to pay tuition and fees. Payment of tuition and fees may be deferred if Technical Colleges have confirmation of the student's eligibility for financial aid whether from a government entity, business/industries, work-study, foundations, or other sources of financial assistance.
Student fees shall be considered as a source of revenue when developing annual budgets. Any revenues exceeding budgeted estimates shall be amended into the annual operating budget during the course of the fiscal year.
Out of State Non-Resident Students
Students who are classified as out of state non-resident students under the Board's State Residency Policy shall normally be charged a rate of tuition twice that charged for students who are classified as resident students. The Commissioner or President may approve exceptions to this policy, provided:
i) A written application is submitted by the institution statement of reason is on file or there is evidence of a written reciprocity agreement with appropriate institutions in another state.

ii) There is evidence of a written reciprocity agreement with appropriate institutions in another state. 


      ii)  The Commissioner may approve agency wide exceptions to this 
     
     policy under certain circumstances. (i.e. National Emergencies, etc.)
Under no circumstances shall out of state non-resident students be charged tuition or fees lower than that charged resident students.
Inasmuch as the Technical Colleges exist primarily to serve the residents of Georgia, out of state non-resident students shall be enrolled on a space-available basis.
International Students
International students are students who are legal residents of a foreign country and have no intention of legally changing their residence. These students are temporarily in the United States for the sole purpose of pursuing a course of study that is consistent with section 214.2(f) . The college must apply and agree to report to the Attorney General the termination of attendance of each international student through established procedures for SEVIS reporting.

Foreign and international students who are not residents of the United States and are in the United States pursuant to a student temporary visa classification shall pay a tuition amounting to four (4) times that paid by a resident of Georgia. The Commissioner or President may grant an exception may be granted which waives the 4-times tuition rate. Provided however, the number of such waivers shall not exceed two percent of the head count of student enrollment at the Technical College in the immediately preceding Fall Quarter and a written statement of reason is on file. These students may pay in-state rates, but are not eligible for HOPE.
For fee purposes, foreign students who are living in this country under a visa classification permitting permanent residency shall have the same privilege of qualifying for resident as United States citizens. 

All fees, other than tuition (i.e., application, activity, insurance and library) shall be the same as for a state resident.
International students who are residents of the State shall pay the same tuition as Georgia students.
Foreign and international students shall be enrolled on a space available basis and shall not displace any student desiring to enroll who is a resident of the State.
Tuition and Fee Agreements with Corporations, Organizations, and Other Legal Entities 

Technical colleges may enter into agreements with customers (defined as corporations, organizations, agencies, or legal entities) for the delivery of credit and non-credit courses and programs. The amount that a college may charge for the course or program delivery shall be agreed upon between the college and the customer, such that the total cost shall represent the reasonable and fair market value of the instruction and provided that the charges are not less than the costs to the college for the delivery of instruction and related services. A written record of the agreement must be maintained by the college.

The charges agreed upon between the college and the customer shall be assessed to the customer on a per seat, per student, or per agreement (flat-rate) basis.

Waiver of Student Tuition and Fees
The Commissioner may develop procedures authorizing the waiver of student tuition and or fees upon good cause. The Commissioner may develop procedures authorizing the Presidents, as an exercise of discretion, to waive student fees under certain circumstances.
Georgia residents over sixty-two (62) years of age who are otherwise qualified may attend Technical Colleges for credit courses only and adult centers without payment of tuition on a space available basis.
Adult literacy students attending the adult basic education programs shall not be charged tuition, or any other fee, nor be required to purchase any books or other materials that are needed for participation in the program.

Students who are enrolled solely in courses offered on-line and who otherwise do not utilize campus facilities shall not be charged the student activity fee.
Refunds of Tuition and Fees

All tuition and fees, excluding the application fee, shall be refunded if a student formally withdraws prior to the first day of class of the quarter. Exceptions may be allowed for customized courses that do not follow the college’s standard academic calendar.
For those students not receiving federal financial aid, seventy-five percent of their tuition shall be refunded if they formally withdraw within 7 consecutive calendar days of the first day of the quarter. Students withdrawing after seven days shall receive no refund. For those students receiving federal financial aid, the Technical Colleges shall refund unearned tuition, fees and other charges in accordance with the Department's federally mandated fair and equitable refund policy for all students who receive Title IV assistance. (34 C.F.R. 688.22) 

The Technical Colleges shall publish all student fee charges and refund policies in appropriate catalogs and elsewhere as appropriate.
Refunds of books and supplies
No refunds shall be made for returned used supplies and equipment such as cosmetology kits, diskettes, tools, and uniforms.
Refunds shall be made for books that are returned in new condition and accompanied by a receipt in accordance with the college’s book refund policy. The book refund policy shall be prominently posted in the Technical College bookstore.
Technical Colleges that have contracted out their bookstore operations shall ensure that the contractor adheres to this the college’s book refund policy.
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