
Tears and laugher were the hallmarks of the 2004 annual
EAGLE awards banquet held on January 22 at Atlanta’s
Sheraton Buckhead Hotel, where adult literacy profes-

sionals from around the state gathered to celebrate Exceptional
Adult Georgians in Literacy Education.

EAGLE is Georgia’s premier adult literacy student recognition
program, designed to spotlight educational opportunities available
in local communities. The event involves several hundred students
advancing through local to state-level competition. At the annual
EAGLE banquet, two EAGLEs are named the statewide Student
Literacy Ambassador and GED Graduate Literacy Ambassador.

“This is our 11th anniversary,” explained Kay Lynn, an adult
literacy director who welcomed attendees to the 2004 awards ban-
quet. “It marks a time of renewal and uplift.”

Among those celebrated for their uplifting achievements were
2004 Student Literacy Ambassador Simone Younge and 2004 GED
Graduate Literacy Ambassador Keith Jones. “We commend you
for your courage and dedication,” DTAE State Board Chairman
Harold Reynolds told Younge and Jones, who were each awarded
$2,004 and a stunning crystal award in the shape of an eagle.

Younge was “thrilled” to be named an EAGLE winner. “I will
always be an advocate of the Adult Literacy program,” said Younge,
who is pursuing an early childhood education degree. “With this

program, adults get a second chance to pursue
their dreams.”

Jones made the celebration
of his second chance a family
affair, becoming the second in
his family to be named GED
Graduate Literacy Ambassador
and earning the same accolade
won by his brother, Cortez Scott,
last year. At the banquet, Jones
explained how he overcame a
world of hurt with help from a
Georgia Adult Literacy program.

“I started hanging out with
the local crew, making money
any way I could,” the Syracuse
native said about his struggles
after his sister was murdered. 
A move to Georgia put him 
on the path to success. Now
enrolled in Georgia Military
College, Jones maintains a 3.5
GPA and plans to transfer to a
four-year school and major in
business administration.

Capping off the evening were stirring tributes, including a
video celebrating Dr. Kenneth Breeden’s work with the program 
at his final EAGLE banquet as DTAE commissioner. Calling 
Dr. Breeden “Georgia’s number-one EAGLE always,” Dr. Jean
DeVard-Kemp, DTAE assistant commissioner, Adult Literacy 
programs, presented him with a large eagle sculpture. 

“What you have done has changed the lives of your families
for generations to come,” Dr. Breeden told the GED graduates in
his farewell EAGLE speech as DTAE commissioner. “There’s
nothing I’m more proud of than the fact that my name is on a
quarter of a million GED diplomas in Georgia.”

EAGLE
winners 
honored for
achievements 
in literacy

Left: Dr. Kenneth Breeden
with the eagle statue
presented to him at

his final EAGLE awards
program as DTAE com-

missioner. Above: DTAE
Assistant Commissioner of

Adult Literacy programs Dr.
Jean DeVard-Kemp (center) 
with EAGLE winners Keith
Jones and Simone Younge.

“Dr. Breeden and Dr.
Jean DeVard-Kemp,
the state of Georgia
owes you a debt of
gratitude.”

– Harold Reynolds, 
DTAE State 

Board Chairman
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Each year, Georgia’s Technical College System honors its out-
standing students through the GOAL award, and its outstanding

teachers through the Rick Perkins Award. This year’s state GOAL
winner is Candice Walker of Okefenokee Technical College, who was
awarded a 2004 Nissan Sentra. The 2004 Rick Perkins Award winner
is Beverly Padgett, a Certified Customer Service Specialist instructor
from Coosa Valley Technical College. Padgett was awarded $1000
cash and a special crystal award.

“What better way to promote education and lifelong learning
than to recognize excellence in education?” asked Dr. Ruth Nichols,
president of North Georgia Technical College and chair of the
Presidents’ STAR Committee, which oversees the GOAL and Rick
Perkins Award programs. “The state of Georgia is blessed to have the
GOAL and Rick Perkins programs in place to inspire and motivate
students and teachers.”

“I am extremely honored to be chosen as the 2004 state GOAL
winner,” said Walker. “I look forward to representing Okefenokee

Tech as an ambassador for technical
education throughout the year.
Technical education has so much to
offer, and now I have the prospect of
sharing its benefits in a unique way.”

“I am so excited and honored to
be the 2004 state of Georgia Rick
Perkins Award winner,” commented
Padgett. “I see every day the impact a
technical college education has on
both the students and business and
industry in the state.”

“The GOAL and Rick Perkins
winners are a testimony to the quality
of our students and the dedication
they have shown to technical educa-
tion,” said Dr. Kenneth Breeden,
commissioner of the DTAE. “They
represent the best talent in our state,
and the great promise that lies ahead
in our state’s future.”

“GOAL winners are our ambas-
sadors,” said Chuck Beall, assistant 
commissioner for Technical Education.
“They symbolize what technical 
education can achieve and the caliber
of individuals who are choosing
Georgia’s technical colleges.” 

The GOAL and Rick Perkins Award 
honor the best in technical education

Winning Combination
GOAL winner Candice Walker of
Okefenokee Tech enjoys her prize, a
2004 fully loaded Nissan Sentra
donated by Rob Doll Nissan.

Above: Rick Perkins
Award winner Beverly
Padgett, Coosa Valley
Tech instructor, with
her crystal award. Left:
DTAE Commissioner 
Dr. Kenneth Breeden
(center) with DTAE
State Board Chairman
Harold Reynolds (right)
and DTAE Project
Manager Beth Neal.




