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EVOLVING FAR BEYOND THEIR ROOTS, today’s technical colleges are at the federal system to deal with terrorism.” Founded in 2001, the program received full

. . . . . . Back at the crime scene, the class moves to accreditation last April from the American
the forefront in teaching progressive, technology-oriented fields. Professions . . : : .
. . L L the next task: scanning the floor for evidence. Veterinary Medical Association. It was cre-
that didn’t even exist 50 years ago are suddenly critical in today’s political, Sapp introduces students to a Luma-Lite, a ated at the request of the Georgia
social, business and economic climates. And even established ones must $15,000 light the size of a small briefcase that is Veterinary Medical Association, which rec-
adapt to the ongoing development of new technologies. used to detect blood, hair or fibers. Students ognized that trained technicians are vital to
In typical fashion, Georgia’s technical colleges have responded with sprinkle powder on the floor, put on orange veterinary practices. ,
. . . > . Lo goggles for viewing, turn on the light and ‘Medicine becomes more technical
educational programs to suit the times. The following stories highlight some examine the floor. Powder clumps to evidence every year,” says Dr. Tim Montgomery,
of the unique programs offered around the state. in orange-glowing blobs. Suddenly, Sapp spins owner of Dacula Animal Hospital and past
and points the Luma-Lite at Wood. “Look at president of GVMA. “To be economically
Callie’s shirt,” she says, which is glowing productive, veterinarians must have trained
orange. In her zeal to crack the case, Wood technical help with the procedures.”
doused herself. Georgia lacked sufficient qualified
A definite learning moment. technicians, so the GVMA approached

Georgia’s Technical College System about R -

filling the gap. The first program was cre-
ec no 0@/ ated at Gwinnett Tech, which offers clinical

rotations with local private practices.

From top: Students observe a i
e

operation during the require
he room is pitch dark, the crime The program offers a broad educa- he basset hound’s somber brown eyes - ical rotation. A sick horse_ss

scene fresh, but Callie Wood is running ~ tion in criminal justice, with specialties in are half-closed. When Melanie Parham enters o - ch:‘/es.cz’i‘}fzr:;(:ﬂ,u;:’ "
out of time. There’s a suspect on the crime scene investigation. Graduates can the ICU ward, he perks up, even grinning when Vete rl n a
loose, but he’s left something behind — work as crime scene investigators or pur- she gently rubs his ears, despite the tubes in his
an empty coffee can. She snaps on a pair  sue careers in criminal justice, corrections nose. Bandages on his back cover recent
of rubber gloves and grabs a soft red or law enforcement. Two-year degree, surgery. “He’s a little whiny sometimes when
brush. After dipping the brush in irides-  diploma and certificate options are avail- we pick him up because his back hurts,”
cent powder, she twirls it gently against able. Parham says.
the can. When the program debuted last fall, Parham, a student in Athens Technical

“We've got to get you twirling enrollment far exceeded expectations. “In College’s Veterinary Technology program, is
faster or we’ll be at this crime scene all our first quarter, we had more than 70 completing clinical rotations at UGA’s
day,” says Cathy Sapp, a crime scene students,” says Michael Burrell, dean of renowned veterinary hospital, thanks to an
specialist with the Georgia Bureau of Ogeechee Tech’s Allied Health inventive partnership between Athens Tech and
Investigations. Suddenly, a fingerprint Department. Experts like Cathy Sapp the University of Georgia.
emerges. Wood beams. teach specific skills in the investigations “The most unique feature of this program

Wood is a student at Ogeechee classes. According to Rabeler, up to 20 is the collaborative effort between a DTAE
"Technical College’s Forensic Science people can teach one class. facility and a Board of Regents facility for clini-

Top: Missy Fox checks for fingerprints "Technology program, the only one in “One reality of 9/11 is an increase of cal training,” says Dr. Carole Miller, program
onacoffeg.can Foulidar @ SRREES scene. Georgia. “Our goal is to teach students opportunities in local law enforcement, director.

Bottom: From left, forensic students ] . . o L . . L
Romearo Gordon and Callie Wood gath- how to identify, collect, preserve and particularly in investigations,” says First-year classroom instruction is offered
er evidence at the direction of Cathy

SapploiE) il knecialist analyze crime scene evidence,” says lead ~ Rabeler. “We are trying to replace some at Athens Tech. Second-year students complete

instructor Greg Rabeler. of the expertise that will be drawn into nine rotations at the teaching hospital.
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At left and below,
student Tim Goss checks
the controls on an
ammonia refrigeration
system.
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bout 150 years ago, Germans invented a popular liquid used in this process.
refrigeration technique that used ammonia. Its first Lanier Tech’s program offers three one-week
application: chilling beer. courses, which train workers to operate an ammonia
Today, the use of ammonia refrigeration is mind- refrigeration system and how to respond if the system
bogglingly widespread. Industries use it to chill malfunctions. Lanier Tech and Georgia Tech have
everything from had a long-term relationship for

produce, cooperative on-site training

®
seafood and classes. So when Georgia
poultry to Tech received a $350,000

petrochemicals, grant from Georgia Food
pharmaceuticals Pac, it offered the
and, well, beer. e rl e ra I O n funds to Lanier
Lanier Tech to create the
Technical College program. Also,

is home to Georgia’s only ammonia refrigeration pro- Lanier Tech is near

gram, one of only two in the country. The program continued next page
was initiated by a partnership between Lanier Tech,
The Georgia Institute of Technology and several
trade organizations.

So what is ammonia refrigeration? Basically, the
act of refrigeration changes a liquid into a gas,
causing it to absorb heat in the process. Then,
the gas is transferred away from the storage

facility — along with the heat. Ammonia is a
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Students learn the embalming process on cadavers donat-
ed from local coroner’s offices and hospitals. They must com-
plete 12 embalming cases. “Because of our donor program,
we have the opportunity to go over and above the board
requirements,” says Jarvis Barnes, program director.

Most graduates pursue careers in funeral home settings,
but they can also work in autopsy labs or morgues or become
professional embalmers. There’s a national shortage of
trained professionals, so the job market is plentiful. In fact,
Turner says he receives more requests for trained workers
than the school can currently provide.

icture this: A bank stores $1 million in the lobby.
There are no guards and no alarms protecting the money.
Crazy, right? Well, as our computer dependence grows, our
cyberconnected society gives “more opportunities for the
criminal element to steal people’s identity or broadcast credit
card information,” says Susan VanLanen, director

of the Information Security program, which

Following 9/11, concerns about cyberterrorism swelled.
If computer systems are targeted, the results could be epic.
“Banks couldn’t do business, you couldn’t make a purchase in
a store, you couldn’t buy gasoline— just think of the implica-
tions,” says Susan Larson, chair of Gwinnett Tech’s
Computer Information Technology Department.

While serving in the Navy, Larson spent two years at the
Pentagon in an intelligence capacity. “I've always been very
aware of having secure information, and it probably started at
the Pentagon,” she says. “This is something I've wanted to
see Gwinnett Tech offer.”

At Gwinnett Tech, students learn to secure networks,
websites and personal computers, as well as build firewalls.
Specialized classes include Computer Forensics and Disaster
Recovery, filled with techniques for retrieving hidden or lost
information.

The high-tech world has suffered a slew of layoffs, but
the information security arena is booming. According to the
U.S. Bureau of Labor, jobs in information security are pro-
jected to grow 36 percent or more by 2010. “The demand
for information security skills is phenomenal, and this

debuts this fall at Gwinnett Technical
College. It's DTAE’s only information security
program and will be offered in a certificate,
diploma or two-year degree.
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program is a direct response to the needs of business and
industry,” says Gwinnett Technical College President Sharon
Rigsby.
Also, the school is near a cluster of high-tech companies.
“The industry in Gwinnett will benefit tremendously from
the program,” says Ellis C. Rainey, manager of the Enterprise
Network Operations Center at the Georgia Technology
Authority. “It brings back a pool of employees who are secu-
rity-minded.”
Gwinnett Tech’s program offers a

“solid foundation,” according to Jack
Sibrizzi, chief technology officer for

J. S. Dean & Company, based in
Alpharetta. In today’s world, he says,
protecting information is simply “a cost
of doing business.” i

Susan VanLanen emphasizes the need for

information security training in today's
cyberconnected world.
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