LIBRARY COUNCIL MEETING

GACOMO

JEKYLL ISLAND, GA

OCTOBER 23, 2003

MINUTES
WELCOME:

Gail Roberts welcomed the group, introduced Peg Bessette, who is the Literature Product Manager at Gale Research, and thanked her for the breakfast provided by Gale.  

GALE PRESENTATION:

Peg gave a presentation on the Literature Resource Center.  Gwinnett Tech is the only tech school currently subscribing to Literature Resource Center.  Several librarians expressed their interest in the product, but also their concern for the expense of the product relative to the usage in their libraries and their overall budgets.  There was agreement that there is a market for this product in technical schools if it could be priced appropriately, i.e. Literature Lite.  Peg will email information to those in attendance.  Her email is Peg.Bessette@gale.com
GALILEO:

Merryll Penson spoke about GALILEO.  Phillip McArdle is working for GALILEO part-time and going to Gwinnett Tech culinary school.  The budget for the state is not wonderful.  All GALILEO communities have lost some resources.  The Tech schools had gone over a little, but DTAE had covered it.  Upcoming budget challenges – LSTA funds had been applied evenly across the board.  LSTA funds are gone and each group will have to make up the difference.  Merryll doesn’t know exactly when they will know what dollars are available.

The Board of Regents schools use lottery dollars for the University System’s GALILEO dollars.  They are requesting GALILEO funding be changed to the regular budget since lottery dollars are up in the air.  Everyone agrees GALILEO is a good service, but reductions may need to be made.  We may need to make our case with the Legislature and ask our citizens to make the case with the Legislature.  The steering committee may need to revisit the EbscoHost vs. ProQuest question.  Most databases are increasing 2-5% while our budgets are decreasing by that same amount.

There is an SFX pilot between GSU, GT, Emory and UGA.  ExLibrus is providing their services for the pilot for free.  Linking between databases will provide more access.

Susan Fraysse asked about the very helpful statistics Phillip had provided a year ago.   Merryll indicated they were not that easy to compile, since they must be retrieved from each individual database, but said they were working with INOLC, (International Coalition of Library Cooperatives, Project Counter) for statistical consistency between databases.  GALILEO recognizes their helpfulness and is doing them manually, which is a long, slow process.

A question for us – would we be willing to contribute a portion of our budgets for GALILEO?  What other databases do we subscribe to in common?  GALILEO is no longer a line item in the DTAE budget, which is a concern.

PRESENTATION:

Gail Roberts presented Stephanie Middleton, our outgoing chairperson, a gift from the Library Council and each member institution.

LEADERSHIP AWARD:

Gail asked that nominations be sent to the selection committee, which is made up of the previous recipients. 
POLICIES:

Jane Summey asked that schools forward to her their Materials Reconsideration Policy and any experience they have had using it.  ACLU brought a lawsuit against their local public library regarding a newspaper.  (American Libraries, 11/2002)  The tech college Presidents want to know – do we have materials consideration policies and what is our experience with them?  Does it include exhibit space?

NEXT MEETING:

Our next meeting will be Feb. 6, 2004 at Griffin Tech.
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Charlene Baxter




LaGrange College 

Peg Bessette





Gale

Lisa Farrow 





LaGrange College

Laelye Hurel





AFPL - retired
Ramome Meer




Brenau University

Merryll Penson
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Respectfully submitted on behalf of secretary Elaine Griner,

Barbara N. Moore
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