
Dental Assisting IFCC Meeting

Middle Georgia Technical College

May 18, 2007

Meeting Minutes

Members Present: 


Sandi Woodward, Debbie Wrenn, Sharron Cook, LeaAnna Harding, Wanda Coleman, Liza Charlton, Priscilla Ryals, Linda Cauley, Yvonne Jenkins, Dorothy Smith, Charlena Crowder, Beverly Dalber, Dr. Frank Poole, Mary Summerlin, Tina Grile

Members Absent:


Jan Jones, Donna Sutton, Debbie Yawn, Sandee Kirk

· Welcome and Introduction of New Members

· Meeting Called to order at 10:00

· New  members included Wanda Coleman Swainsboro Technical College and Mary Ann Sumerlin Griffin Technical College

· Old Business

· Approval of previous meeting minutes

· Motion to approve minutes made by Debbie Wrenn seconded by Sharron Cook.

· New Business
· State IFCC Chair Assignment

· Motion made to formally install Sandi Woodward (Valdosta Tech) as 2007-2008 State Chair and Debbie Wrenn (Middle GA Tech) as Co-Chair
· In the future, State Chair will be passed on alphabetically according to school name for 2 year terms.  Each school will serve one year as co-chair and one year as chair.  
· State chair will purchase dedicated jump drive to maintain all meeting minutes and documentation.  This jump drive will be passed with the consortium notebook from chair to chair.  
· Co-chair will rotate into chair position to maintain continuity. 

· Rotation will begin 2008 with Middle GA Tech assuming Chair and Albany Tech assuming Co-Chair.  2009 Albany Tech will assume Chair Athens Tech will assume Co-chair and so on.  See accompanying roster for chair and co-chair year assignments. 

· Regional Chair Assignments

· Discussed regional consortium and chair assignments.  

· Clarification is needed from Phil Petty on divisions and which schools are included in each regional consortium.  

· Some regions only have 2 schools.  Therefore, it was suggested that regional meetings not be held and always meet as a full state consortium.
· State chair will contact Phil Petty on this matter.  

· Curriculum Concerns

· Questions regarding Substitution of AHS 101 for DEN 101

· As AHS 101 is a higher level course, it can be substituted for           DEN 101 at the discretion of the program coordinator pending approval from individual school administration.
· Some schools already have it in place as a required core course therefore eliminating the need for DEN 101 altogether.  
· Digital Radiology: Instructional /Curriculum Suggestions

· Not all schools are currently incorporating digital instruction into DEN 139.  

· Many difficulties limit digital instruction including:

· Financial investment in digital equipment

· Time is limited in radiology lab sessions

· Suggestions to compensate for these difficulties included:

· Ask advisory committee to donate time in offices with digital equipment

· Teach didactic portion of digital in DEN 139 and utilize some of the lab time in DEN 135 or DEN 136 for laboratory demonstration/instruction.
· DEN Curriculum due for revision 2008

· Suggested that all members begin reviewing current curriculum and begin evaluating for any necessary revisions. 
· Tina Grile (Athens Tech) informed the group of the possible need to reduce the overall number of hours in the dental assisting curriculum.  In her experience with the dental hygiene curriculum in recent months she suggests that we begin to consider ways to reduce the number of hours.  Several suggestions were discussed as possibilities.  All members will consider this as they begin to review curriculum for revisions in 2008.  
· Online/Hybrid Course Recommendations and Recommended Texts
· Use of Gylyss and Wedding’s Medical Terminology: A Systems Approach was suggested for DEN 101 since it covers the human body system by system.  This is how he curriculum is laid out for DEN 101 also, it gives the opportunity to introduce medical terminology to the students that have not have any previous experience with med term.  

· Collwell’s Fundamentals of Ethics and Jurisprudence was recommended for DEN 138.  This is a modular text that works well for individualized or online study.  Text available through Patterson  Dental Supply.  
· UK Modules are still available via special copyright permission from University of Kentucky.  The Oral Path Modules are recommended for DEN 107.  Contact Celine Crimm at UK for further information.  

· Courses lending well to online and hybrid instruction include DEN 138, DEN 109, DEN 101 and DEN 107.  
· Program Concerns

· Current ADA Accreditation Status for all DTAE Dental Assisting Programs:  See attached chart for program status of each individual program.
· Words of Wisdom from recent ADA site visits:

· Suggestions were made to include current student on advisory committee 

· Have a “Due Process” formula for proficiency check offs in clinical courses.
· Student Enrollment, Graduation and Placement

· Enrollment is satisfactory for most schools at this time

· Average attrition rate is approximately 50% for most schools across the state.  
· Competitive admissions and requirement of core completion prior to program admission has helped with attrition rates at many schools. 
· Expanded Duties Certification Program is going well at this time and no suggestions were made.    
· Recommendations for Continuing Education

· ADEC’s equipment training course.  Program directors must apply for admission to ADEC for the course.  All hotel accommodations and training expenses are covered by ADEC.  Participants must purchase plane ticket only.

· University of North Carolina sponsors two excellent courses annually.  The Radiology Educators Institute and the Dental Educator’s meeting.  Both meetings were recommended by consortium members.
· Open Floor
· Question of specific regulation regarding whether a licensed dentist must be on premises in order to do live works radiographs.  There were varying opinions on the interpretation of this rule.  Albany Tech faculty has pursued this matter multiple times with the GA Board to no avail.  They have been told a change in GA Dental Practice Act would be necessary   to revise this law.  Therefore, the board has been unwilling to change the law requiring that a licensed dentist be on campus in order to expose live work radiographs even if the program director is a registered dental hygienist.  Sandi Woodward has contacted Anita Martin, Excecutive Director @ GA Board, with request for clarification of the ruling.  Ms. Martin responded that she would take our inquiry to the board on June 8th and contact us with their response shortly thereafter.  IFCC chair will notify all consortium members if any further information becomes available on this matter.  
· Recommendation was made to seek representation for dental assistants on Georgia Board of Dentistry.  Possibly a petition could be made through Georgia Dental Association.  This is a topic we as a consortium could possibly pursue after clarification of direct supervision issue.

· Lanier Tech asked if anyone utilized the clinical site listing on the DTAE website. Current listing has not been updated since 2004.  
· State Chair made motion to adjourn meeting at 1:15. Motion was seconded by 
Tina Grile.  A tour of the Middle GA Tech dental facility will be conducted 
by 
Debbie Wrenn immediately following the meeting.  
· Sandi Woodward will forward minutes to all members of committee for review.
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