
	Instructional Faculty Consortium Committee Meeting (IFCC)

	Minutes
	10/26/2007
	     11:00 AM
	Heart of GA Technical College
                        Dublin, GA

	

	Program
	General Education - Mathematics

	Facilitator
	Derek Lance

	Secretary
	Patti Manion

	Attendees
	Derek Lance – Northwest Consortium (Northwestern Technical College); Kim Miller – Southwest Consortium (South GA Technical College); Johnica Mitchell – East Central Consortium (Augusta Technical College);  Susan Pope – Southeast Consortium (Ogeechee Technical College); Patti Manion – West Central Consortium (West GA Technical College); Laura Jenkins – Northeast Consortium ( North GA Technical College); Brenda White (North Metro Technical College); Amy Holloway (Central GA Technical College); Alysen Heil (Athens Technical College); Francis Nyandeh (Dekalb Technical College); Jim Helms (Okefenokee Technical College)


Agenda Topics
	Entrance scores
	
	

	Discussion
	Although some colleges still use the ASSET exam as the entrance exam, most colleges use the COMPASS exam.  However, most instructors feel the COMPASS cut-off scores are set too low and result in poor preparation for classes.  Thus, the failure rate for classes has risen.  Some colleges have raised the required scores and some have not been allowed to raise those scores.  The meeting with Mr. Frank Potter, ACT representative, on October 9 was reviewed.  He had suggested that the scores were set too low in Georgia and that ACT would be glad to do an analysis.  The state representatives had asked that colleges allow this to be done on the state level and not the individual college level.  

	Conclusions
	The group is anxious for this analysis to be done so more appropriate scores can be set.

	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	Study of required COMPASS entrance scores 
	State Staff and ACT Representatives
	     


	Course numbering system
	
	

	Discussion
	The previously suggested changes in the course numbering system were reviewed.  They are as follows:
MAT 0097 Learning Support Mathematics (Group had previously recommended that this be the lowest LS math class.  Students with lower scores would better be served in Adult Education.)

MAT 0098 Elementary Algebra

MAT 0099 Intermediate Algebra

MAT 1012 General Mathematics (Group had previously proposed this course to replace MAT 100, 101, and 111.)

MAT 1013 Algebraic Concepts

MAT 1015 Geometry and Trigonometry

MAT 1017 Trigonometry

MAT 1100 Quantitative Skills and Reasoning (This course is a revision of MAT 196.  It will be comparable to BOR MAT 1001.)
MAT 1101 Mathematical Modeling

MAT 1111 College Algebra

MAT 1112 College Trigonometry

MAT 1113 Pre-calculus

MAT 1131 Differential Calculus

	Conclusions
	These course numbers put DTAE numbering in line with BOR numbering, which would eliminate confusion when transferring courses between the two.

	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	Probe
	State Staff
	     


	Course changes
	
	

	Discussion
	MAT 1012  This course is proposed to replace MAT 100, 101, and 111.  This proposal came as a result of the state request to eliminate duplication of courses.  The Board feels that the math content of all three courses is basically the same.  MAT 111 is an application course for business.  It is the only math course that is written for a particular group of programs.  Math instructors can use business applications along with applications from other program areas when teaching 1012.
MAT 1013  This course has been rewritten to offer only those competencies needed by diploma-level programs of study.

MAT 1100  This course is a reworking of the MAT 196 course to bring it in line with the BOR MAT 1001.

MAT 1131  This course needs to be updated so that it carries 6 quarter credit hours to be in line with the BOR course, which is a 4 semester hour course.  


	Conclusions
	MAT 1012  The Board realizes that this proposal does not have unanimous support but suggests this be sent out for probe to get statewide response.
MAT 1013  The Board suggests this be sent out for probe to get statewide response.

MAT 1100 and 1131  Particular groups volunteered to do the work needed on these courses.  The “new” courses will be sent out for review by all consortiums.

	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	MAT 1012  Probe
	State Staff
	

	MAT 1013  Probe
	State Staff
	

	MAT 1100  Course Creation
	Dekalb Tech Math Faculty 
	11/7/07

	MAT 1131  Course Adjustments
	Northeast Consortium
	11/16/07


	Mini Core Agreement
	
	

	Discussion
	The group was curious as to the status of this agreement.  Is the BOR honoring this agreement?  Would it be possible to add more courses to the agreement?  It was brought up that because the standards for the new courses developed for this agreement were never posted on the DTAE website, many schools have not been teaching the appropriate courses.

	Conclusions
	The Board feels that there should be some form of communication to all technical colleges about the mini core agreement.

	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	Communication 
	Executive Board Members
State Staff
	     


	miscellaneous topics
	
	

	Discussion
	It was noted that the Northeast Consortium has not had representation at the recent Executive Board meetings.  Laura Jenkins from North GA Tech attended this meeting at the request of Ms. Ivester.  The group will have a meeting in early November to reorganize and elect a chair.

The problem of some colleges deliberately not following standards was discussed.  It was reported that some colleges have completely changed the content of courses and many colleges are not teaching all the standards.  This creates many problems such as:

Transferring of courses – A student is not prepared for the next math course if he/she took the previous one at a college where the complete standards were not taught.

Student Retention – When it is noted that one college teaches a watered-down version of the course, students will take the course at that college rather than their home school.

The group would like to have a mailing list for all math instructors in the state which is kept up-to-date.  This will make it easier to communicate with all instructors.   Ms. Ivester will check on this.
It was suggested that Learning Support Math and General Education Math be merged as one group.  It is sometimes difficult to make changes because the changes will affect both groups.  Also, many math instructors teach both Learning Support and General Education courses.  The merging of the groups would enable a smoother transition between the two.


	Comments / Special Notes
Resource persons
Special notes
	There was a request for the minutes for the previous Executive Board meetings held beginning in August 2007 and copies of the approved math courses be distributed to the group.
The next approved date for local consortia to meet is February 1, 2008.

	Meeting Adjourned
	10/26/2007
1:35 PM

	Minutes submitted by:
	Patti Manion


http://www.dtae.org/teched/standards/templates.html
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