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	Minutes
	August 21, 2007
	1:00pm-3:00pm
	Central georgia technical college
Building H, Room 106, Macon Georgia

	

	Program
	Social Sciences

	Facilitator
	Linda Gilmore, DeKalb Technical College, acting State Vice-Chair and Chair, NE and NW consortia

	Secretary
	Linda Gilmore, Roddrick Chatmon

	Attendees
	Dr. Teresa Resch, Executive Director of Academic Affairs, DTAE; Kathie Ivester, Curriculum program specialist, DTAE, Paul Carter – Coosa Valley Technical College- Director of Academic Affairs; Roddrick Chatmon, Central Georgia Technical College; Rebecca LaVallee, Middle Georgia Technical College; Maria Crooke, Heart of Georgia Technical College; Greg O’ Neal, Flint River Technical College


Agenda Topics
	Welcome and introductions
	1:00-1:10pm
	Linda Gilmore

	Discussion
	Linda Gilmore welcomed everyone. She explained she was sitting in for the State chair, Sharon Wilson, who was unable to attend. 

	
	
	

	Purpose
	1:10-1:15pm
	Kathie Ivester, Curriculum program specialist, DTAE

	Discussion
	Kathie Ivester explained that we were meeting to discuss revisions to the standards for the social sciences. She introduced Dr. Resch, who would explain how this was to be accomplished.


	Presentation
	1:15-1:45pm
	Dr. Teresa Resch, Executive Director of Academic Affairs, DTAE

	
	Dr. Resch apologized for the long delay since the submission of the work we completed on the standards revisions. She acknowledged our hard work was important and it was unacceptable that there was such a long time before we received feedback, but explained that the reasons for the delay had to do with reorganization in the central office. State policies had not been reviewed since the 1980s and she found it necessary to review and revise these policies first. She said it is a “new day” and work in the future will be handled differently, with emphasis on “high quality work” done in an “expedited fashion”. She indicated that because of the changes, we now have additional tasks for the revision process, but our previous work has already incorporated many of the changes so we are off to a good start.
Dr. Resch provided three handouts (in boldface, below) for reference in understanding the reasons for the requested changes in the standards as we continue the revisions process. 
“IV.H. Structure of Associate Degree, Diploma, and Technical Certificate of Credit Programs” state policy changes approved May 3, 2007, and additional attached documents 

Dr. Resch pointed out some changes that were approved at the State Board Meeting on May 3, 2007, that had to do with matching the SACS/COC terminology and some name changes:
1. AAT degree now Associate in Applied Science degree

2. Technical College System of Georgia

3. Associate degree program minimum core requirements changed from 30 to 25 quarter credit hours in general education courses.
4. State Board must approve all TCC programs, with the exception of “embedded TCC program” applications that meet specific criteria; DTAE Instructional Support Services Division now authorized to approve on behalf of the board.
5. Asset entrance score chart for developmental and entry-level general core courses—Dr. Resch noted that these were ‘minimum’ requirements. She asked that we look at the general education core courses holistically, as a program, to evaluate the adequacy of the current scores, and make recommendations for changes, if appropriate.
6. AAT program-last revision was in the 1990s and it is now due for revisions again. General education courses are a major component. Dr. Resch stated a committee is forming to study the AAS as well as the possible AA and AS degrees. She emphasized that this means general education is important and becoming more important.
7. List of Accel courses. In addition to Hope funding, dual enrollment students can receive funding from GSFC for Accel courses. Dr. Resch hopes to expand the list of courses.
8. Dr. Resch asks that general education instructors to start thinking of ourselves as a program and planning for the future. For example, the AA and AS degrees can have majors in psychology. She wants us to take a more global perspective. Example of the HLC1 Health care assistant (submitted May23, approved by August 2, 2007; note the short 3-month process). The revision included more general education courses.

9. DTAE system is in a different ‘state’ than it was a few years ago—more colleges are SACS/COC accredited and those not accredited are on a fast track to get them accredited (August 28 meeting). These changes bring a shift in the value of general education courses.
Principles of Accreditation: Foundations for Quality Enhancement (Interim Edition) COC, SACS, p. 8 and p. 12.

10. Dr. Resch explained that in previous reaffirmations of accreditation there were ‘must’ statements. Now SACS is using the Principles of Accreditation. She pointed out that general education component plays a prominent role under these principles, citing the relevant sections (2.7.3, 2.7.4, 3.4.7, 3.4.11, 3.4.12, 3.5.1, 3.5.2). Dr. Resch felt strongly that general education core is important and emphasized that it will be treated as such from this point forward.

Board of Regents handbook Section 2.04 Core curriculum principles and framework
11. Dr. Resch provided this document as background when making revisions to our courses. Most BOR colleges do not have the variability in numbering associated with learning support, diploma, and degree course distinctions. She asks that we take a look at this in regard to course numbering, course descriptions, and course competencies when viewed as a program. The college courses should have numbering that reflects that status. She also asked that we “find the true identifying factor” in each courses that makes it “unique”. How are the diploma courses distinct from the degree courses? She recommended that we look at other college course numbering systems and be open to a 4 digit number system instead of 3. She gave the example that perhaps developmental studies could be 00xx, diploma courses begin with 0xxx, degree, xxxx so they correspond with BOR college numbering.
Dr. Resch shared that next week she will be part of discussions about the transition process from quarter to semester system. There is approval to develop subcommittees to study the feasibility of doing switching. It will take 9-12 months just to design the study. With this in mind, she asked that when we revise our current standards, we should think about how the courses would ‘look’ in a semester format where 5 quarter credit hours is equivalent to 3 semester hours in a 16 week semester (but not  rewrite them in that format at this time).


	Q&A
	1:45-2:15pm
	 Dr. Resch and Ms. Ivester


	Discussion
	Dr. Resch answered questions. Greg O’Neal inquired about use of revised standards, even though not approved, for PSY291 Human Growth and Development. Dr. Resch said it was ok to use unapproved standard since that is all that is available.
Kathie Ivester gave an update on the status of our previous revisions. The text changes have been made but are not yet approved. Standards have been put into a new template but are not on the web; hardcopies were made available to members. 
This phase of the meeting adjourned at 2:15. Dr. Resch, Kathie Ivester, and Paul Carter left at this time. A short break was given.

	Conclusions
	· IFCC board members are to meet with regional consortia to communicate the information and seek input from all instructors regarding revisions as directed by Dr. Resch. 

· IFCC board members to meet again for final discussions.

· All standards revisions and recommendations to be submitted as error-free as possible to Kathie Ivester. Ramona Smedley will post the final standards to the web.

· October 26, 2007 IFCC executive committee meeting at Heart of Georgia Tech. 

· January2008-- all social science standards should be completed/approved. 

· Spring 2008 --all general education courses should be ‘ready to roll’ with new numbers. 



	Discussion-planning session
	2:30-3:15pm
	Linda Gilmore, acting State Vice-Chair


	Discussion
	Reconvened with remaining members at 2:25pm.
1.  Discussion and summary of the tasks required:
· Update suggested resources

· Review, evaluate and make recommendations regarding admissions scores

· Refine course descriptions and competencies with consideration to ‘true identifying factors’, semester format, AA/AS degrees, match SACS terminology

· Recommend 4-digit course numbering and names consistent with BOR courses and as part of a larger system
2. Planning—it was agreed that we need to
· Ask state chair to set up Blackboard course to get input for all instructors statewide
· Set up a statewide meeting with breakouts by discipline (psy, soc, eco) for face-to-face discussion to work out issues

· Recommended meeting at beginning of the quarter--the first or second Friday in October
· Post summary of the statewide meeting and resume discussions in blackboard as needed
· Schedule an IFCC meeting (state and consortia chairs) to compile final recommendations and revisions for standards to submit to Kathie Iverson

· IFCC executive committee meeting is scheduled on Oct 26, 2007, in Dublin, Georgia.



	Conclusions
	Final decisions about exact meeting dates deferred to Sharon Wilson, State Chair.


http://www.dtae.org/teched/standards/templates.html
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