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Project Overview

Central Georgia  needs an accessible community career and job planning information center. Secondary and post-secondary students, the unemployed with marginal employment skills, and a rising previously employed population find themselves without the requisite skills or  knowledge of the existence of available jobs and their requirements.  In particular, the economically challenged, frequently the academically challenged, are least likely to know of or have access to available career and job planning information and resources in their communities or found on the internet.  Few can afford or have access to internet capable computers or career information data banks and do not utilize access provided at all Georgia Public Libraries. Those who do, frequently the lack research skills needed to maximize their use. The college and the business community do well in training selected skilled employees and in placing students who graduate with needed skills.  However, even in a placement friendly atmosphere there are students who do not complete courses, possibly because they entered studies in which they had little interest or aptitude.
This project envisons that current Adult Literacy and Developmental Studies students referred to the facility will persist through graduation in their initially selected program at a 15 percent greater rate than the current retention rate.  Future year follow-up on student users should result in a 15 percent increase in the institutional graduation rate of the academically challenged.  Recruited, fully-ready high school students will also be referred to the facility with the expectation that these first-time first term students will successfully (C or better GPA) persist in their original programs through two quarters.  Future year follow-up on these student users should result in a 15 percent increase in the overall institution graduation rate.  
Post Developmental Studies students and Adult Literacy students who have used the center will successfully complete the first two quarters of vocational program study or earn a Technical Certificate.  First-time, first-term, fully qualified student facility users will successfully (C or better GPA) persist through two quarters.  As a result the college will realize a 15 percent graduation rate improvement for those academically deprived as well as for the total college.

