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Project Overview

The purpose of the College Success Course is to provide individuals from special populations with educational opportunities that will enable them to obtain the knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary to succeed in their chosen program of study.  The goal of this course is to improve student retention, increase student self-esteem, and develop a pool of trained/retrained employees.  Through course topics such as study skills, note taking, effective communication, time management, personality and learning styles, and relationship development, special population students should obtain the knowledge and tools that will lead to college success. 

For this project, special populations are defined as dislocated workers and those who are economically or academically challenged.  Although CVTC is currently serving these populations, a formalized approach has not been available to assist these students in creating a realistic plan for meeting their educational goals.  Economically and academically challenged students often do not possess basic knowledge or tools needed to successfully complete their coursework.  Additional assistance is also needed for dislocated workers because CVTC’s service area has a disproportionate number of worker layoffs and plant closings. 

As a result of the College Success Course, CVTC expects that 75% of the students who complete this course will continue their technical education to obtain marketable job skills.  Fifty percent of the TANF students who complete the course will enroll in diploma or certificate programs to increase their employability.

Final Products, Services, Processes, and/or Activities Developed

· Course manual

· Fully developed course that focuses on the knowledge, skills, and attitudes that are necessary for students to succeed in their program of study

· Media Center/Career Center Orientation

