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Project Overview

NEED AND PURPOSE:

To ensure that students are achieving course objectives and acquiring the necessary knowledge and skills needed for success in an allied health program of their choosing, HGTC developed and implemented a computerized test bank for three allied health core courses.

Unmet Needs:  The three courses have been primarily taught by adjunct faculty and all examinations were developed by instructors.  As students matriculated into their programs of study, weaknesses were discovered in the foundations that had been previously taught.  Further investigation demonstrated that we had no objective means for determining when a student had mastered the course competencies or at what level of mastery the student had attained.

Expected Benefits: 1) The use of computer generated written examinations will help ensure that every student receives a comprehensive, fair assessment of his/her mastery of  the course content.  2) The college will have an accurate measure of the instructional effectiveness of each allied health core course faculty member.  3) The computer generated examinations and their respective statistical data bases will enable faculty to pinpoint student needs for remediation thereby helping to ensure student success.

GOAL:

Develop and implement a computerized test bank for three allied health core courses to ensure students master the knowledge needed to continue in their chosen allied health program.

OBJ. 1:  Select, acquire, and operationalize the software for the test bank. 

OBJ. 2:  Write and validate test items for a minimum of three allied health core courses and train appropriate faculty to use the test bank to generate written course examinations.

At the conclusion of this project, student learning was more accurately measured and assessment items validated against course competencies.  Instructors are able to generate a different exam (that is equal in rigor, quality, and content) for each class or each student on an as needed basis.  Through a review of student outcomes and their success or failure with each competency area, instructional problem areas were identified for further review and improvement, thus providing students with every opportunity to master all course competencies.  Students successfully completing the required Allied Health Core Courses (AHS 101,103, &/or 109) had the core competencies necessary to be successful in the allied health program of their choice.






Final Products, Services, Processes, and/or Activities Developed

· Test bank software identified and implemented

· Validation of all test items with course competencies

· Teaching tool to identify student weaknesses thus enabling faculty to develop appropriate remediation strategies

· Teaching tool for faculty use as a means of identifying the most effective teaching techniques and materials

