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Project Overview

The purpose of this project is to provide Lanier Technical College on-line students with an interactive CD that will be used as an orientation aid for potential or first-time on-line students. In a Fall Quarter 2001 on-line survey of LTC on-line students about whether or not they had attended an orientation for on-line and Blackboard training classes, 82 out of 248 students responded to the inquiry. Only 16 percent of those students noted that they had attended an orientation session to learn about using Blackboard; 85 percent felt the orientation was helpful. Ninety percent of the students answering the on-line survey thought an interactive Blackboard Orientation CD given to them at registration would have been helpful. Most students like on-line courses because they offer the student flexibility in time management. 

The goal is to remove roadblocks, decrease frustration with the educational process, and allow for flexible time schedules to ensure academic and vocational attainment for Lanier Tech students and increase the potential for completion and graduation. The LTC Orientation to Blackboard CD will enable on-line instructors to remain consistent with the attendance and no-show policies that currently exist for traditional classes. Students take on-line courses for convenience, but when they first start an on-line course the process is new and different. Orientations for on-line students can be accomplished at the campus, but this does not fulfill the requirement for convenience for many students. Offering them an orientation CD will meet that need and fulfill the need for any student who wants to take a Lanier Tech on-line course, but lives in another state. The orientation CD will allow a smooth transition from traditional classes to on-line instruction for both the student and instructor. 

The final project will be an interactive orientation CD.  The interactive online LTC Orientation to Blackboard CD will be tested at Lanier Technical College to determine the final results of the project.  






Final Products, Services, Processes, and/or Activities Developed

· An On-line Training CD was produced and published.  There is also a step-by-step guide book available for those colleges wanting to duplicate the project.  

