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Project Overview

The project’s purpose is to fund the delivery of basic skills or developmental studies courses through an innovative delivery system, i.e., the Internet.  Due to family, work, other responsibilities, and dispersal throughout the college’s service area, students who need developmental courses may not be able to attend classes on campus on a regular basis and within a traditional timeframe.  Funding this project would allow the college to address specific barriers to success for the adult learner placed in developmental or GED classes.

Developmental studies students’ ability to learn, to attain more challenging academic/vocational competencies, to remain in school through graduation, and to obtain meaningful employment is at risk.  This educationally challenged group needs to be exposed to a learning environment that is flexible and accessible.  Using the Internet will not only satisfy this need, but will also provide much needed technology experience.

An alternative assessment instrument will be utilized to identify academic weaknesses of a developmental studies student. This prescriptive assessment coupled with an innovative Internet-based curriculum will pinpoint weaknesses and provide individualized computer-based activities. These students, who otherwise would not have the opportunity to do so, should be able to strengthen and master fundamental academic skills, becoming “program ready” for entrance into their desired occupational-based program in a more effective manner and a more efficient timeframe.

The project will result in (1) the deployment of a diagnostic and prescriptive tool to identify learners’ weak skill areas, while assigning appropriate lessons to strengthen those; (2) the alignment of an Internet delivered instructional program with DTAE developmental studies program standards; (3) the development of a web-based or Internet delivery system that would permit extended instruction to students beyond the traditional boundaries of time and geography.  The long-term effects of the project should result in increased retention, graduation, and placement rates for academically disadvantaged students.  The project will be subject to an ongoing evaluation by three teams (expert review team, peer review team, and administrative team).  Furthermore, a management system will be put into place to track students’ progress through this program and beyond.  Data gathered will be compared to a sample of similar, but nonparticipating students.






Final Products, Services, Processes, and/or Activities Developed

· Project Manual with statistics, course allignment, and replication suggestions and Blackboard courses for ENG 097 and MAT 097.

