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Project Overview

This project will define and expand the services offered by North Georgia Technical College to the Hispanic population in our seven county service area.  Both community and academic support will be available.  The Hispanic population in our region is growing at a significant rate; however, our support services are designed for our traditionally English-speaking student body and are not sensitive enough to the cultural and educational needs of this unique group.  There is a need for the development of a process to recruit, enroll, retain, graduate, place, and follow-up on Hispanic community members.   Both parents and students will be able to better understand and avail themselves of information about American life and its education opportunities.  Further, the project will prepare English-speaking students, Faculty and Staff for successful interaction with our new community partners. 

It will be the goal of this project to prove that with the proper effort and organized information, the growing Hispanic population will be responsive to our Technical Education System and that it can enhance their careers, earnings, and lifestyle the same as our traditional population.   A 30% increase in the enrollment of Hispanic students in the next fiscal year will be sought.  The project will also have a positive impact on the life-long residents of this region by providing cultural orientation and understanding of our new neighbors.  

The final project outcomes will be new and specific approaches to attracting, educating, and placing Latino workers in career jobs.  Special support will come in the form of a Resource Center where potential students and their families can find dual-language guidance regarding career programs and the processes necessary to enroll. Evaluation of all steps in the project will be accomplished statistically, using the number of individuals served, supported, and enrolled.  Additionally, first-hand information will be gained by personal interviews, perception surveys, and community input.  These workers came to America with a focus on technical employment.  North Georgia Tech believes this project will speed their development into professional, career technicians.

Final Products, Services, Processes, and/or Activities Developed

· Project Manual with all major actions for duplication of Initiative

· CD with all major documents associated with Initiative

· VCR Tape showing students, activities and interaction with the Hispanic Community

· Hispanic Resource Center in NGTC’s Library (available to Hispanic Community)

· Hard copy work documents and files (available upon special request)
