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Project Overview

Statistics show that there are approximately 700 blind or visually impaired individuals in Georgia.  These numbers are nowhere near the actual numbers.  Instructors at West Central Technical College concur with national studies reporting a rapidly increasing number of people struggling with impaired vision due to diabetes (spreading rampantly in Georgia), retinopathy, macular degeneration, glaucoma and other diseases.

The goal of this project is to improve the effectiveness of the services provided to visually impaired and learning disabled students so that they can achieve at the same level as others.  The objectives developed to meet this overall goal are to:  (1) increase the graduate placement rate of special population students upon implementation of special resources and activities, (2) increase the graduation rate of special population students and (3) increase the technical and skills proficiency performance of individuals with specific disabilities.

It is estimated that at least 50 visually impaired West Central students per year will benefit from the special services provided with funds from this project.   Equipment such as closed circuit televisions, computer screen magnifiers, computer screen readers, and audio books will ensure that students with visual impairments have the opportunity to succeed at the same level as other students.






Final Products, Services, Processes, and/or Activities Developed
· West Central was able to purchase three Closed Circuit Televisions with rolling carts for portability, as well as Zoom Text and screen magnifying software.  Audit and large print texts were also acquired.

· Guidebook for replication of project.
