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Purpose

The purpose of this project is to use tests of the National Occupational Competency Testing Institute (NOCTI) to benefit students and, as a result, also to benefit curricula at the technical college.  NOCTI standardized tests measure critical occupational competencies.  Test results can support institutional effectiveness, a “CLEP-type” system of credit at post-secondary institutions, useful data for the agency, and an area (consortium) test center.

Need

The need for the project is the lack of availability of standardized competency tests to validate performance.  Included in this need are questions about advance credit, credentials of students, data for the agency report card, curriculum improvement, the agency warranty system, and an area (consortium) test center.

Goal/Objective(s)

The first goal is to explore “CLEP-type” transfers of credit.  Next is to validate credentials of students.  Another goal is to use NOCTI test scores in the agency report card.  Next is to derive a process of improving curricula by feedback from NOCTI tests.  An additional goal is to analyze students’ NOCTI test results in relationship to the state warranty for retraining.  A final goal is to locate an area (consortium) test center at the technical college.

Final Projected Project Outcome(s)

The first process in the final project outcome is to investigate the use of NOCTI tests to assess vocational-technical and academic attainment of challenging proficiencies.  Performance portions of the tests require use of technology.  NOCTI test scores indicate where to upgrade curricula of programs.  The second process is to examine the use of NOCTI tests in “CLEP-type” transfer of credit.  Included in this process is the promotion of further education for students at the technical college and also for secondary students.  A final process is to analyze NOCTI test results, including those of special populations, for use in the agency report card and in the agency warranty system.  NOCTI tests can be administered at an area (consortium) test center.  
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