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Project Overview

Purpose

The purpose of this project is to enhance the abilities of the learning lab, its director and tutors, and the developmental studies instructors to: (1) serve academically and economically disadvantaged students and those for whom English is a second language; and (2) provide 24-hour/7-day-a-week (24/7) tutoring in English, math, chemistry, biology, economics, business, and study skills.  



Need

The college served 1200 undereducated students in the Fall of 2001.  These students enroll in a whole series of developmental studies courses in reading, English, and math, and seek tutoring in the learning lab.  The college has over 50% minority students; many of them speak languages other than English as their primary language.  While the learning lab does a more than adequate job, it could be a state-of-the-art center with new software programs and enhanced knowledge and skills among the Director of Instruction for Related Arts & Sciences, Director of the Learning Center, learning center tutors, developmental studies instructors, and students.



Goal/Objective(s)

Enhancement of the learning lab with new software programs and access to 24/7 tutoring via academic.com will allow new avenues to meet the needs of the undereducated students.  Academic.com, a product of Academic Systems, is a collection of six libraries of tutoring programs which include writing, math I and II, chemistry/biology, economics/business, and study skills.  These programs are accessible through the computers in the learning lab, and via the internet for use from home.  

Students for whom English is a second language would benefit from new software programs, such as are offered by Merit.  Currently we offer video and audio tapes, but the addition of software programs targeted at such skills as developing vocabulary, understanding idiom usage in conversation, and coping with troublesome points of English grammar would enhance substantially our offerings to this population. 

In addition to software, the college could offer grammar, vocabulary, math, and other worksheets and texts for students to check out from the learning lab.

Chattahoochee / Goal/Objective(s):  (Continued)
Half the grant money would be spent on software and texts, as is provided in the grant application regulations.  The other half would be spent on a variety of things, such as:  
study skills workshops for students; conference attendance for faculty; professional memberships; trips to model learning centers; staff/faculty development workshop for all learning center tutors and all developmental studies instructors; and, sensitivity training (for working with special populations and persons with disabilities) for all the college staff and faculty.


Final Projected Project Outcome(s)

The outcomes of the project are to provide the academically and economically disadvantaged students, and those who are limited English proficient with broadened tutoring services.  The project will also provide tutoring in areas which the college has not been able to provide (e.g. economics, business, biology, chemistry) through the 24/7 tutoring services of academic.com.  The project will enable the tutors and developmental studies instructors to enhance their teaching skills and knowledge of the needs of these special populations students.  The project will result in increased retention, improved grades, and higher graduation rates for these special population students.
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