ABSTRACT

Technical Improvement and Innovation Project FY 2003
 Office of Technical Education
CONTINUATION PROJECT

Northwestern Technical College


Project Area:  
Instruction/Curricular Services
Project Category:  
Innovation
Project Title:  
The College Life Course: How Successful Has It Been?
Contact Information:  
Ms. Diane Guinn
Email:  
dguinn@nwtcollege.org
Project Overview

Purpose

The purpose of the project is to hire a ¼ time data coordinator to look at data collected from college life courses and determine how successful the course has been in increasing retention of developmental students. 

Need

This project is a necessary component of the college-wide retention effort. The college life course was the first step in this process; collection and analysis of data collected as part of this course is the next, necessary part of the project. Attendance, grades, aptitudes, attitudes, and persistence must be studied in order to determine if a college life course works and, if so, which components are the most effective. 

Goal/Objective(s)

The main goal of the project is to study the data collected from the college life course, which teaches students the essential competencies for succeeding in college, and to determine the effectiveness of such a course for retaining at-risk students.

Final Projected Project Outcome(s)

The final anticipated outcome is that the data will show that a course which teaches students basic college success strategies is an effective methodology for increasing retention.
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