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Project Overview

Purpose

The longitudinal research will evaluate the effectiveness of the Collaborative/Apprenticeship Model.  It will gauge the results of the existing program versus the coalition’s intent and agreement.  It will document growth and changes in the apprenticeship program.  This study will be used in the future to measure the effectiveness of this and other apprenticeship programs.  The documented proven success of the apprenticeship program may encourage similar college/industry partnerships and joint ventures in the future.  This study will grade the program on its improvement level regarding the quality of service the program provides to the local community.

Need

A study should be conducted to track the employment and training successes of the apprenticeship model to generate useful data before further implementation of apprenticeship agreements into other programs in this college or other state technical colleges.  The research will highlight successes and produce valuable insights for improvements in future college/industry relations.  Continued study of the apprenticeship model may provide suggestions for improvements to current DTAE state standardized curriculum for the automotive technology program.

Goal/Objective(s)

The Longitudinal study will evaluate the effectiveness of the college’s efforts to enhance the Automotive Technology Industry’s image, appraise the success of the combined training methodology, assess the past recruitment and retention efforts for more qualified students and entry-level technicians, and measure the success rate of non-traditional student recruitment efforts.

Final Projected Project Outcome(s)

Through collaboration between area automotive dealerships and the college, three evaluation tools will be created and implemented for use in researching the apprenticeship model.  The final result of the project will be a comprehensive report of the overall effectiveness of the existing apprenticeship model with guidelines on evaluation methods and program improvement suggestions for use in similar programs.
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