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Project Overview

  
Purpose

The purpose of this project is to establish a system of evaluating the effectiveness and quality (Program Assessment) of the General Education and Developmental Studies components of instructional programs.

Need
The particular need for this project is embodied in the Criteria for Accreditation for the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.  The accrediting agency requires colleges to offer a general education program at the collegiate level that, among other things, ensures a breath of knowledge.  The courses making up the general education component should not focus on skills, techniques and procedures specific to a particular occupation.  The Commission on Colleges Criteria for Accreditation specifically states: “The institution must demonstrate that its graduates of degree programs are competent in reading, writing, oral communication, fundamental mathematical skills and the basic use of computers.” 
Goal/Objective(s)

The overall goal of this project is program improvement.

This is to be accomplished by:

a)
Competencies:  Determine the sufficiency of course grades in determining mastery of competencies.

b)
Developmental Studies:  Establish an ongoing system for determining the effectiveness of the developmental studies program in preparing students for success in program-level academics.

c)
Academics:  Establish an ongoing system for determining the effectiveness of degree-level academic courses in equipping students with collegiate-level communication, computational and computing skills.

d)
Delivery Systems:  Determine the sufficiency or effectiveness of computer-based remediation delivery systems (i.e. Plato) as compared to live instruction.

Final Projected Project Outcome(s)
Improved Student Outcomes.
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