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Project Overview

  
Purpose

The purpose of this project is to encourage women to choose a career in the Computer Service Technician (PAS Code 0380) field and prepare for this career by majoring in the Basic Computer Technician Technical Certificate of Credit (BCT1).  The project will focus on two groups in the four-county service area:  young women in high school who are choosing and preparing for an initial career (Focus Group 1) and women who are anticipating a career change or who may be entering the job market several years after graduating from high school (Focus Group 2).

Need
Numerous studies show that women hold a significantly smaller percentage of jobs in the Computer Service Technician field than men.  By not choosing a career in the Computer Service Technician field, women are excluded from a fast-growing, potentially high-paying career and the industry is denyed the benefit of their creative input as new technology systems are developed.

Goal/Objective(s)

1) Establish programs to coordinate with high school counselors and teachers for the purpose of encouraging young women in Focus Group 1 to choose a career in the Computer Service Technician field

2) To encourage women in Focus Group 2 to choose a career in the Computer Service Technician field

3) Strengthen the interaction between the computer information systems faculty and the guidance counselors and teachers at the high schools within our four-county service area

Final Projected Project Outcome(s)
Develop a presentation, literature, teaching resources, a process to establish a rapport with high school counselors and teachers, and a process for mentoring/shadowing for each Focus Group with the goal of encouraging women in both Focus Groups to choose a career in the Computer Service Technician field and to prepare for this career by majoring in the Basic Computer Technician Technical Certificate of Credit.
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