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Project Overview

  
Purpose

The purpose of this project is to improve upon services offered to Hispanic Americans at the College and in the College’s service delivery area communities by promoting technical education and resource availability within communities.  Currently, support services offered at the College are geared toward the English speaking individual and does not take into account those that may not speak or read English fluently.  To better serve this population, we seek to provide information that will be helpful in this population’s educational and career search.  This project will also aid in preparing faculty, staff and students to better interact with Hispanic Americans.  Project activities will lead the College in new and improved processes to attract, enroll, retain, graduate, place, assess and tract Hispanic American students. 

Need
The Counties in the College’s service delivery area are populated with hispanic americans but the College has not experienced growth in the L.E.P. population.  The Hispanic Population averages 3.2 percent for the six counties served.  The total Hispanic Population for the State was 5.32 and is steadily growing.  In January of 2003, the Census Bureau released new data showing that Hispanic Americans are now the largest minority group in the nation.  The Commission on Educational Excellence for Hispanic Americans also found that the nation is losing Hispanic American students all along the educational continuum.  Other data indicated that only 10 percent of Hispanic Americans graduate from four-year colleges and universities and one of every three Hispanic American student fails to complete high school.  Service area high schools have Hispanic student enrollment in grades 10 – 12 that the College will need to attract.  In order for the College to attract Hispanic Americans to enroll in the College’s credit programs and to retain them to graduation with assistance in their career search we must devise improvement plans funded through grants and community partnerships that are tailored to the needs of this population.

Goal/Objective(s)

The project goal is to empower the Hispanic American community in the College’s six-county service delivery area by equipping secondary students and families with educational tools and informational resources afforded them under the TI²P grant in order to assist them in becoming stronger advocates for their educational needs and desires.
Final Projected Project Outcome(s)
a. Final Project manual/guidebook and CD for duplication by other technical colleges

b. Resource Center housed in the College’s Library

c. Up-to-date brochures and handouts on student services provided at the College

d. Project Assessment Instruments and Results 
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