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Project Overview

  
Purpose

The purpose of this project will be to provide accessibility for students with sensory disabilities to local and web-based learning applications.  

Need
Equipment and services currently available do not meet the needs of local or online students who have sensory disabilities.  In order to ensure that its technology is accessible to its own employees and to the public, the Federal government has created regulations based on Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act that require that electronic and information technology developed, procured, maintained or used by the Federal government be accessible to people with disabilities.  Federal requirements in Section 508 in the near future may impact state colleges and universities, pending policy decisions from the Department of Education Office of Civil Rights.  

Goal/Objective(s)

GOAL 1:  Retrofit the existing college website to be accessible by students with sensory impairments.

  Objectives:    1: Provide access to images for users who are blind or visually impaired.

2: Provide access to multimedia presentations for users with sensory impairments.

3: Provide access to forms for users with sensory impairments 

4: Provide access to data in tables for users with sensory impairments.

5: Provide interactive activities for users with sensory impairments.

6: Provide access to graphical representations.

7: Provide access to scientific and mathematical expressions.

GOAL 2:  The College’s online course quality checklist will include making learning Web sites accessible by students with sensory disabilities.  This will be reinforced by offering staff development for online instructors in developing “universally designed” websites and online course material.

  Objectives:    1: Retrofit all online courses to comply with universal design standards.

2: Design a staff development plan to train faculty and staff on the guidelines of universal 
    design standards and best practices for implementation.

GOAL 3:  An ADA accessible work area consisting of PCs and software designed for the visually and hearing impaired will be set aside in the college library.

  Objectives:    1: Designate an area in the college library as an ADA accessible learning center.

2: Purchase two PCs to be customized to meet the needs of the ADA center.

3: Purchase and install PC Reader software in the ADA learning center.
Final Projected Project Outcome(s)
College online courses and website will be accessible to students with sensory impairments.  Instructors will incorporate universal design practices in all online and web-enhanced courses so that they are accessible to all students with sensory impairments.  The ADA accessible learning center in the library will be operational with documentation of usage.
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