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Project Overview

  
Purpose

The purpose of this project is to take a step toward ensuring that Georgia’s technical college graduates are prepared to participate in the 21st century workforce.  The project provides the opportunity, training and resources to develop an instructional design model that will provide a delivery mechanism for the teaching of critical thinking competencies across the technical college curriculum.  Ten critical thinking competencies have been identified for inclusion in the technical curriculum as part of the normal program of study.  

Need
The number one skill requested by business and industry of new graduates is critical thinking and problem solving ability.  Our current technical college curriculum is primarily a curriculum that trains students for a known world with known problems and known solutions.  The world they will work in, however, is largely unknown to us and the problems they will face more difficult to predict.  What graduates need are a set of learning tools that will allow them to build upon a sound technical knowledge base so they will be prepared for the uncertain future that awaits us all.  The development of an instructional design model complete with the creation of learning activities that stress critical thinking and problem solving within the context of the technical education program will prepare technical college graduates for that unknown future.

Goal/Objective(s)

In summary, the first goal of the program is to produce a series of critical thinking learning modules that can be easily and effectively incorporated into the existing technical college curriculum.  A second goal of the project is to develop a guidebook that may be used to replicate the project.

Final Projected Project Outcome(s)
The final outcome of this project is to produce and make available for technical college faculty a set of proven learning strategies, applicable to the health sciences, industrial trades, business and information technologies that can be integrated into an existing curriculum plan to teach critical thinking and problem solving skills.  A second outcome of the project will be the development of a guidebook in a CD format that may be used to replicate and implement the ten critical thinking modules into the curriculum.
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