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Project Purpose

To provide unified academic and career counseling to students attending the college through satellite centers.  Currently, these students are receiving limited or none of these services unless they are willing and able to travel to the main campus of the college.  In cooperation with the college’s Academic Support Center, career and academic advising and intervention will be available to all students as needed on-the-spot.  Students with identified special needs will benefit from additional tutoring opportunities.  Students from the outlying areas who are suffering from substance abuse or who require personal counseling will be identified and counseled by referral to outside agencies more readily, leading to enhanced academic and vocational attainment and increased employment attainment and retainment.  By increasing college retention, graduation rates will increase.  

Need for Project

Currently, the college is only offering these services on a limited basis to the students attending the satellite centers.  Economically, it is less expensive to retain current students than to recruit.  As the Retention Counselor travels to each of the centers, more students are served and their needs are met more individually and comprehesively.  Further, as the services are more conveniently available, students will increase usage of the counseling and advising services.  Students will have access to career exploration materials, regional and national labor wages and needs, and tutoring services that strengthen student success and lessen the dependancy on entry-level Learning Support resources.  As more students are served in this manner, the college will improve retention of current students.

Project Goal(s)/Objective(s)

By expanding and improving the counseling/advising services to students in satellite centers, the college will increase retention by 5%, encourage more non-traditional participation and graduation, and increase overall graduation rates and placement.

Final Projected Project Outcome(s)

The college will produce a Guidebook (in both Printed and CD versions) to aid in the replication of project.  This guidebook will outline the projects activities, goals, surveys, and the methodology used in evaluating the effectiveness of the outcome.  
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